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of the world-war in the summer of 1914. Until recently the chief answer to 
the question "Why stop at 1607 ?" was that there is no available material on 
the upper elementary grade level to bring the story down to the present. Grad- 
ually, however, the difficulty is being solved through the publication of such 
material as has recently appeared in a series of three textbooks for the upper 
grades. Two of these books are by the same author' and cover the field of 
history from the earliest times to the present. The first volume brings the 
story down to about 1000 a.d. It deals with Oriental Beginnings, Greece, 
Rome, and the Dark Ages. The story is concretely and interestingly told, 
in spite of its brevity. The second book of the series continues the story so 
well told in the first book. While Western Europe is the scene of most of the 
history portrayed, the world at large is by no means neglected. A world 
view is in reality the outstanding characteristic of each of the volumes. The 
story told is a world story and not primarily European. 

The third book^ of the series is a simple, straightforward narration of Euro- 
pean events from 1814 to the end of the world-war. It is intended to supply 
younger students with the historical background necessary to the understand- 
ing of the world-war. The emphasis throughout the book is on political 
history. For this reason the discussion is somewhat heavy and abstract. 
The concreteness foimd in the two volumes by Newman is conspicuously absent 
in Glover's story. The book is also overloaded with proper names which are 
not fundamental to the story. Some chapters are so burdened with non- 
essential proper names that they are almost unreadable. If modem European 
history is what some of these chapters make it, the less we have of it in the 

upper elementary grades the better. -^^ ■. , r,, 

^ * R. M. Tryon 



A minimum essentials grammar. — Grammar done up in small packages 
is so infrequent that such a book as Professor Cross has recently prepared is 
an event. Professor Cross's book' is intended to present to upper-grade or 
junior high school pupils only the minimum language essentials. This pro- 
gram the author carries out in a clear and orderly arrangement of lessons in 
formal grammar, with slight emphasis on a socialized motive. 

Basing his whole program on the sentence, the author divides his book into 
several parts, suggesting that either Part I or Part II may be the starting-point 
according to the needs of the particular class: I. The Elements of the Sentence; 
II. The Parts of Speech and Their Inflections and Functions; III. Sentence 
Analysis; IV. Materials for Reference; V. Additional Lessons for the Abler 
and More Advanced Pupils. 

'J. B. Newman, Beginners' Ancient History. Pp. 174. $0.96. Beginners' 
Modern History. Pp. 160. $0.96. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York: World Book 
Co., 1922. 

' William Glover, Brief History of Modern Europe. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New 
York: World Book Co., 1922. Pp. 230. $1.20. 

»E. A. Cross, The Little Grammar. Boston: Atlantic Monthly Press, 1922. 
Pp. xvi-)-i48. $0.90. 
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Part I is especially well done, beginning with a pertinent lesson on levels 
of language, developing in the next thirteen lessons the elements of the sentence 
including simplified diagramming, and ending with a carefully organized sum- 
mary and review. The later parts somewhat belie the title of the book in 
their concern with complexities of usage and analysis. 

A major feature of this text is the helpful notes to the teacher, set in itaUcs 
under the heading, "Teaching Directions." Another sensible scheme is the 
distribution of punctuation drills according to their logical connection with 
the topics of the lessons. A good introduction on "The English Language" 
and a useful appendix containing additional exercises produce a well-balanced 
book which wiU doubtless help many teachers partially, at least, to solve the 
problem of presenting formal grammar to seventh- and eighth-grade pupils. 

R. L. Lyman 

Two new textbooks in reading. — One result of the recent scientific investiga- 
tions in the field of reading has been the change of emphasis in teaching from 
oral reading to silent reading. On account of this emphasis on the develop- 
ment of effective habits of silent reading in the elementary grades, many efforts 
have been made to supply teachers with suitable material for teaching silent 
reading. A new addition' to the series of readers entitled "The Progressive 
Road to Reading" is an example of such material. 

The outstanding features of this book are: 

1. Specific directions are given the pupils regarding the method of study- 
ing the subject-matter. 

2. The efficiency of the pupils' work is tested by calling for a synopsis of 
the story which has been read. The appendix supplies sample synopses which 
pupils may use as bases for judging the quaUty of their summaries. 

3. Extensive reading is provided by giving excerpts from well-chosen 
selections and directing the children's attention to the complete stories which 
may be found in the library. "Peter Pan," "Alice's Adventures in Wonder- 
land," and "Lobo, Rag, and Vixen" are t)rpical of the reading selections 
which are introduced. 

Teachers will find this a very helpful book for the development of efficient 
habits of silent reading. The content is well chosen and very attractive. 

Another book' designed to give training in silent reading to fourth- 
grade children is written by Anna F. Magee. The special features of this 
book are: 

1. "Helps to Study" in the form of questions concerning the content of 
the story are given at the close of each selection. 

' WiLLiAH L. Ettinger, Edgar Dubbs Shimee, and James J. O'Regan, The 
Progressive Road to Silent Reading, Fourth Year. Boston: Silver, Burdett & Co., 
1922. Pp. x-t-214-t-xvi. 

'Anna F. Magee, The Magee Intermediate Reader — Part One, Fourth Year. 
Boston: Ginn & Co., 1922. Pp. viii-l-392. 



